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A  SLIP  CO'^H  70R  A  DAVEITPORT 

If  the  family  'aadget  won't  stretch  to  include  new  furniture  this  spring,  or 
even  reu^hislstering  the  old  pieces,  perhaps  you  can  give  the  living-room  a  fresh  look 
"by  maklnr  removable  slip  covers  for  the  overstuffed  chairs  and  davenport.  The  ;    -  v. 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  has  made  a  study  of  vari- 
our  useful  kinds  of  furniture  covers,  and  says  that  while  making  slip  covers  is  "by 
no  means  a  siiirple  task,  an  amateur  ca.n  produce  attractive  results  if  careful  thought 
is  given  to  the  choice  of  material,  the  placing  of  design  repeats,  good  fitting, 
and  strong,  firm  seams. 

Slip  covers  used  to  he  considered  merely  as  pro'tective  coverings  when  the 
season  rolled  around  for  putting  away  the  best  rugs  and  the  heavy  hangings.  No 
thought  was  given  to  their  decorative  possibilities.  Now  y^e  use  slip  covers  all 
year,  if  the  material  selected  combines  both  vfarm  and  cool  colors,  'They should  be  as 
trimly  fitted  as  professionally  upholstered  furniture,  well  tailored,  and  made  of 
interesting  materials  in  attractive  colors.  Sometimes  they  may  serve  the  same  pur- 
pose as  before  —  to  protect  the  chair  or  couch  from  dust;  or  they  may  conceal 
worn  places  in  the  furniture  covering  underneath,  or  merely  oover  up  colors  that 
are  out  of  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  room. 

The  making  of  a  cover  for  a  daven^oort  is  about  like  making  one  for  a  chair 
except  for  size  and  extra  cushions.  There  are  one  or  two  points  to  be  taken  into 
special  consideration  when  you  measure  the  piece  beforehand  to  determine  how  much 
material  to  buy.  In  the  first  place,  large  repeating  figures  have  to  be  centered 
and  balanced  or  matched  on  the  back  and  sides  of  the  davein'^ort.  Figured  cretonnes 
and  other  printed  material  suitable  for  slip  covers  often  have  a  definite  up  and 
down  in  the  design.  This  again  limits  the  way  the  material  can  be  placed  and  usual- 
ly necessitates  an  extra  allov;ance  of  material  which  mast  be  carefully  measured  •■ 
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on  the  counter.     In  the  illustration  notice  that  the  groups  of  stripes  and  flower 
fibres  are  not  only  "balanced  on  the  "back  of  the  daven-oort  "but  are  repeated  in  the 
corresponding  positions  on  the  cushions,  Tliis  gives  the  effect  of  continuing  the 
design  and  prevents  the  confusion  that  would  result  from  covering  the  cushions  in 
a  hit  or  miss  way. 

The  second  point  aoout  covering  a  davenport  or  sofa  is  to  decide  where  it 
is  going  to  stand.  Sometimes  the  vrnole  'bajHz  is  completed  with  a  piece  of  cheaper 
stuff  such  as  unhleached  muslin,   to  save  three  of  four  yards  of  more  expensive 
cover  material.  3ut  this  is  not  a  good  plan  unless  you  are  sure  the  daven"oort  v/ill 
al?/ays  oe  set  against  a  v;all.  It  is  "better  to  make  the  slip  cover  alike  all  over 
so  that  the  davenport  can  "be  placed  in  front  of  the  fire  sometimes.  However,  the 
unbleached  maslin  might  "b'a  used  for  the  part  under  the  loose  cushions,  but  the 
slip  cover  materiaJ  must  extend  far  enough  so  that  this  su"bstitution  does  not  shov/, 

Wehn  7/ou  make  a  slip  cover  for  the  first  tim.e,  or  from  material  with  large 
figures,  model  a  pattern  from  old  sheets  or  other  old  cloth  hefore  you  cut  into  the 
new.  The  cover  for  the  daven-oort  in  the  picture  cuts  v/ith  least  waste  from  36-inch 
cloth,  Sach  of  the  pieces  for  the  cushions  and  "back  sections  is  cut  from  one  width 
of  mp.terial,  which  leaves  a  strip  wide  enough  for  the  "boxing  around  the  sides  and 
"backs  of  the  cushions.  The  "bcack  sections  corres-iDond  with  the  thrdje  cushions  and 
are  joined  by  cording  of  the  srmie  fabric. 

?or  the  raffle,  calculate  the  nunber  of  strips  by  measuring  around  the  daven- 
port at  the  place  where  it  v/ill  join  the  body  of  the  cover  and  divide  by  the  width 
of  the  material.  Allow  three  times  this  number  for  pleating  and  twice  and  many  for 
a  gathered  flounce.  Cut  the  ruffle  so  that  the  lengthv/ise  threads  of  the  cloth  run 
up  and  dov/n,  the  s-^.me  as  in  the  slip  cover. 

The  kind  of  seams  depends  largely  upon  the  mr,terid-i  dnd  the  finished  appear- 
ance desired,  but  in  any  case  the  construction  mast  be  durable  enoughs  to  wlthst?.nd 
the  strain  -out  u-oon  it.  French  seam.s  care  preferable  to  plain  ones,  bec:^UGe  the 
double  stitching  increases  strength  and  covers  the  raw  edges.  Often  serms  are 
stitched  on  the  right  side,  trimmed  to  one-fourth  inch,  and  covered  with  a  binding. 
Or  cording  that  contrasts  with  the  slip  cover  material  or  matches  it  may  be  used 
as  a  sc?jn  finish. 

Loose  cushions  should  be  covered  separately,  "^nd.  the  covering  should  be  the 
srme  sty-le  as  that  of  the  cushion. For  ex.ample,  covers  for  boxed  cushions  must  "also 
be  boxed  and  never  made  merely  by  sewing  two  pieces  of  cloth  together. Since  covers 
are  taken  off  frequently  one  seojn  should  be  left  open, It  may  be  se-jed  by  hand  after 
the  cushion  is  inserted,  or  it  may  be  finished  as  a  placket  and  closed  with  smaps, 
hooks  rnd  eyes,  buttons,  or  a  sliding  fastener. 
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